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Robert H. Brue 


Is Love a Luxury? 


In the near future, the leaders of 
our congregations will be meeting for 
an Elders’ Retreat. Our Lord Him- 
self, shortly before His Ascension, 
established the precedent for such an 
activity. The circumstances, of course, 
were different. That Retreat (John 
21) was on the shores of Tiberias Sea, 
and the men had been doing a bit 
of fishing beforehand. Then, after 
they had breakfast over an open 
camp fire, they tackled an agenda 
containing both practical and theo- 
logical matters. 

Only a few of us will be able to 
attend the Retreat at Cambridge 
later on in June, but all of us can 
benefit from the outcome of that 
other Elders’ Retreat. The main 
topic of discussion seemed to be 
“Love”. 

Distorted love 

Romance has always somehow des- 
cribed the image of love as being 
a luxury—which some people have, 
and others do not. Those who do not 
possess this luxury are less happy, but 
they manage to survive nevertheless. 
They can always go on hoping and 
dreaming. The Knight in Shining 
Armour takes on a new look with 
each generation. f 

Because we tend to be self-centered 
by nature, we so easily run the risk 
of corrupting “love” into “self-love”. 
If all which today bears the label 
“love” were de-glamourised, we 
would find that much of it would 
bear little resemblance to the love 
which was the topic of discussion in 
that outdoor Retreat by the sea-side. 


TWO 


Love is self-giving! It is not lus 
ury, but necessity ! Without the kin 
of love which gives of self and sacr 
fices for others regardless of rewar¢ 
this human society would be littl 
better than animal life. The “breac 
winner” in every family gives h 
time, his energy and himself to pre 
vide for those he loves. 

Romance speaks of tests of loy 
in words such as: “I’d climb th 
highest mountain—Td_ swim _ th 
deepest sea”. But the real test ¢ 
love is: “one who knows all you 
faults, but loves you just the same’ 

Such is the love of God for us i 
Christ our Saviour. Only His love ~ 
perfect—all human love is tainte 
with selfishness. é 
“He left His radiant throne on high, 
Left realms of heavenly bliss, 

And came to earth to bleed and die, — 


Was ever Love like this? d 
(LuTHERAN HyMNAL 36: 


Love necessary 

Deep in every man’s heart the 
is a nod of consent that such a low 
from a merciful God was necessain 
to spare us from our just deserts. TH 
words of the hymn ring true: _ 
“Thy love and grace alone avail | 
To blot out my trangression; | 
The best and holiest deeds must fail | 
To break sin’s dread oppression; 
Before Thee none can boasting stand — 
But all must fear Thy strict demand, — 
| 


And live alone by mercy.” 
(LuTHERAN Hymna 32!) 


Christ wanted to make sure th.’ 
men would not miss out on this ne 
essary love—and so He lingered fx 
40 days. He made the necessa‘l 
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2 angements so that this love would 
some the possession of men of all 
es. Yes—the continuity of the love 
God to men—that was the topic 
this lakeside theological retreat 
d of Jesus’ conversation with Peter! 


Do you love me? 

Poor Peter! His feelings were hurt 
Aien the risen Saviour insisted on 
eating the question, “Do you love 
2?” Each question was an em- 
atic punctuation to show Peter 
at such love was not a luxury which 
could take or leave. To love 
irist, Peter must clearly and un- 
istakably know and believe that 
arist had first loved him and given 
imself for him. 

“Do you love Me?” What other 
iswer can one give to such a 
untly-put question? Even the in- 
icere might be tempted to answer 
2akly, “Of course I do”. The sin- 
rity of our reply must show that 
ere can be no other answer for us, 
cept “Yes, Lord, You know that 
love You”. Our love to God is 
splayed when we acknowledge His 
ve to us, and live in that love. 


Love begets love 

The risen Lord taught His disciple 
eter the only way in which his love 
» God could be displayed before 
1en. Man’s love to God is clearly 
isplayed only. as he feeds his fellow 
jan with God’s love. This means 
lainly and simply that our convers- 
tion must always contain food : the 
nessage which speaks of Christ and 
f the forgiveness of sins. 

Surely Peter remembered His 
4ord’s lesson when he in turn later 
fave this advice: “In your hearts 
everence Christ as Lord. Always be 
wepared to make a defense to any- 
me who calls you to account for the 
lope that is in you, yet do it with 
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gentleness and reverence”. (Peter 
3:15 RSV). And St. Paul’s advice 
was, “Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how you ought to 
answer everyone’. (Col. 4:6 RSV). 


The pressure of love 

Our love to our God and Saviour 
who has redeemed us to be His child- 
ren for time and eternity should be 
reflected in our attitude and feelings 
towards our fellow man. Surely Peter 
often felt love’s pressure in his deal- 
ing with others. 

In activities which involve contact 
with people who are cold to Christ, 
love pressures forth a deep yearning 
to share God’s love in Christ, so that 
they will warm up, turn to Him, and 
be called “brother” or “sister”. 

In the work of the Church—con- 
gregational programmes and_ wor- 
ship activities — where there is to- 
getherness of brothers and sisters in 
the faith, it is a necessity to be eager 
to feed and nourish one another with 
conversation and dialogue permeated 
with Christ and His love. 


To find it difficult to speak of the — 


love of Jesus in everyday convers- 
ation might be a sign that God’s love 
and love for God have become for 
us a luxury—rather than a necessity 
—to be indulged in, or abstained 
from, as the mood fits. 


Love’s compulsion 
One outcome of the Retreat by 
Tiberias Sea was to straighten out 
this matter of love—for the disciples 
and for us. God’s love for them and 
for us, is not luxury — but necessity. 
The words of Jesus place us with 
them under — Love’s Compulsion ! 
What do these words mean to us?— 
. Feed My Sheep... . 
. Feed My Lambs. . . 
. Follow Me.. 


‘sar ay 
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OLOGICAL L SEMINARY 


BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


Spring cleaning our lives 


“An interesting thought occurred 
to me this morning as you mentioned 
spring cleaning.” 

“What was that?” 

“Everyone does house cleaning in 
the Spring of the year, and it occur- 
red to me that there might be some 
reason for it. You know, we have 
just finished the Easter celebrations 
and now in the Church we await the 
Pentecost and the coming of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

“Yes, well, what has that got to 
do with house cleaning?” 

“Be patient a minute and I'll try 
to express the thought that crossed 
my mind this morning. There seems 
to be several parallels here with the 
message of the coming of the Holy 
Ghost. First, the winter is past, with 
its dirt and soot. Isn’t there a con- 
nection here with the filth and dirt 
of sin being ended in the Easter 
story.” 

“Yes, I suppose so! You mean 
that the darkness of winter is like 
the sinful life of man?” 

“St. John by inspiration often 
speaks of the life of sin as ‘living in 
darkness’ doesn’t he?” 

“Yes, and winter is the time of 
death, when all of the world dies. 
I know the ancient Greeks had a 
myth about this, something about a 
goddess going into the realm of the 
dead. One can say that in a way 
this symbolised man being ‘dead in 
trespasses and sins’. St. Paul says in 
the book of Romans ‘death passed 
on all men, for that all have sinned’, 
and ‘the wages of sin is death.’ 


FOUR 


“With the coming of Easter 
this has passed, for at Easter we 
told of the glorious resurrection 
Christ by which He overcame dez 
for us, and on Good Friday, we 
told the wonderful message of @ 
cross by which Christ overcame # 
for us.” 

“When the winter is over, son 
thing seems to spur people on ~ 
cleaning. The garden is cleaned § 
for new plants and flowers, the ga 
gets a thorough cleaning, and eve# 
one is spring cleaning in some 
or other.” 

“This is just the thing that ma 
me think of another parallel, 
thing which should take place in & 
lives. What I’m talking about 
spring cleaning yourself. Mind y@ 
this ought to be taking place all | 
time, but I’m thinking of it in te 
of the church year. In Lent, you é 
brought to a knowledge of sin, ai 


COMING EVENTS 
1. 1962 Synod at Luther-Tyndale, Lo 
Friday and Saturday, 11-12 May. 
2. Convention of Lutheran 
League of Great Britain at St. And 
Ruislip, Saturday, 2 June. 


Convention of Luther League of G 

Britain at Hothorpe Hall near Leic 
ter, noon Saturday - noon Sunday, 9 
June. 

4. Elder’s Retreat at Westfield 
Cambridge, Saturday and Sunday, 
June. 

5. Luther League Trip Abroad to Fray 
furt, Sunday, 5 August to Saturday, — 
August. : 

6. Junior Holiday Bible Camp at Hothor 

Hall, Saturday, 25 August to Satu | 

1 September. iy 


Easter you hear the glorious Gos- 
| of grace. These should make a 
‘ange in you. It’s just like with a 
‘use. The house doesn’t ‘spring 
san’ itself, but someone does it to 
2 house, and that is the one who 

sees in it!” 

“Well, then, who uses the mop and 

ster on us?” 

“Haven’t you heard of the Holy 

‘ost ?” 

“Yes, but that’s all. Just heard of 

m. What’s He got to do with it?” 


wil “The Bible tells us that ‘no man 
olg-n say that es is Lord but by the 
That means if you 


3 aster, it’s the Holy Ghost who has 
y\ioved you to believe it. So it be- 
ymes the Holy Ghost who makes the 


vl} “Now let’s go over that again. 
(First man lives in a winter of dark- 
Fess which is sin—right?” 
“Right !” 
a “Then comes the awareness of the 
Ith and dirt, and into this condition 
f despair and grief comes the glor- 
us message of Easter which tells 
“aan that Jesus Christ bore all the 
in and filth on the cross of Good 
i Triday. Then on the Third Day He 
‘ose from the dead, a living Christ 
Go bring life where there was death 
“ind light where there was darkness. 
What a wonderful bit of news this 


“T agree. That’s the Gospel. That’s 
30d’s good news of our salvation in 
y| Jesus Christ.” 

“But where does the Holy Ghost 
“come into this picture? Surely ‘we 
yhaven’t met Him in any way yet.” 


u 


“Oh, yes, we have, since it He who 
works through this good news. He 
uses means to come to man. Much 
as a maid would use a door to enter 
into the house to do the cleaning, 
the Holy Ghost uses the door which 
is the Gospel to enter into the room 
of our hearts. Remember Jesus uses 
the expression, ‘I am the door. No 
man cometh to the Father but by 
Me.’ It is through the blessing offered 
in Jesus Christ that the Holy Ghost 
works in our hearts to give us that 
faith by which we accept Christ and 
His salvation.” 

“Well, then if this is so, why 
doesn’t the house stay clean?” 

“Tt’s true that the house of the 
Holy Spirit, our heart, gets dirty 
again, but then so does the other 
house. When the housewife sees the 
dirt, what happens? She cleans it. 
She cleans it every day.” 

“Oh, I see! This ought to mean 
for us that we should clean house 
regularly, too.” 

“Yes, we are in daily need of re- 
pentance. If we let this heart of ours 
go, it will get dirty and all the more 
difficult to clean. The longer it is 
left, the harder it is to get at it and 
clean it up. Perhaps only one room 
gets really tidied up to give the ap- 
pearance of cleanliness, but the rest 
of it is still mighty dirty.” 

“This is really quite an apt com- 
parison. The whole house needs daily 
cleaning to keep every part of it 
clean.” 

“Remember, your heart is the 
‘temple of the Holy Ghost’. He can- 
not bear the filth and mire’ of sin. 
Therefore, prepare for His coming 
with a good house cleaning, recog- 
nising your sin, and believing i in Jesus 
Christ your Saviour.” 

Tue LisTENER 


FIVE 


A review of the activities of the Lutheran Womens’ League of Great Britain 


by its chairman 


“By Love Serve.” 


These words of the Apostle John, 
the theme of the first convention of 
the Lutheran Women’s League of 
Great Britain, still aptly characterise 
the work of the young and enthus- 
lastic organisation. 


Ever since the L.W.L.G.B. was 
organised, their love has stretched 
out to help others in such far-away 
places as India, Africa and Hungary, 
as well as in our missions at home. 
With money donated through “Mite 
Boxes” in the homes of members, the 
League supports several projects each 
year. The first year’s projects were 
books for the Lutheran seminary in 
Nagercoil in India and chancel books 


for each of the new churches built 
in Great Britain in that year. 

This year, the mite box collections 
have far exceeded our expectations. 
Besides providing Westfield House, 
Cambridge, with a £56 cooker, and 
sending £50 to the Bleckmar Mission 
in South Africa to help start an or- 
phanage, League members have con- 
tributed to buy a complete set of 
portable chancel furnishings which 
will be loaned to new missions to be 
started in Great Britain. 

The joy of giving is not only mon- 
etary. Women give of their spare 
time to knitting and sewing rugs, 
mending clothes and the like, to 
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“BY LOVE SERVE” 


by Mrs. E. Barker 


send to our not-so-fortunate Chrisp! 
ian friends in Hungary. Over 10 
parcels of clothing, food and to 
have been packed and despatch 
from the home of Mr. and 
Brooke with voluntary help from tl 
various L.W.L. Guilds in the Londé 
area. Articles of clothing which ha® 
come from places as. far-flung — 
America, Canada and Australia, } 
well as the clothes collected by ti} 
women of Guilds in Britain, are re 
ularly sent to Hungary. Out-¢ 
London Guilds have helped by ce 
lecting, repairing and making clotk 
and even by typing. 

Many letters are received fro 
Hungary telling of their hardshif 
and expressing grateful appreciatic 
of the “luxuries” which we take f 


| 


granted but of which they are de 
prived because of their faith, 


Another service project has to d 
with this magazine. I wonder ho 
many of you reading this Britis 
Lutheran know that most of thy 
addressing and posting is the wor 
of L.W.L. women who spend severe 
days each month at Museum Street 


These are just a few of the way 
the L.W.L.G.B. has tried to fulfi 
its objectives in its short history. 


It was on a bitter cold Sunda 
evening in January 1959, that 
handful of women met, and unde 
the guidance of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce 
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‘cussed the desirability of forming 
women’s league. The result of the 
seting was a resolution proposed 
the 1959 Synod, suggesting the 
‘mation of a women’s league in 


mate ted, and the seed was sown for the 
\fomen of the church to serve their 
viour together. 


For many, organisation of the 
W.L. was to mean reorganisation 
their lives. The big day came on 
“flay 8, 1960. The women of the 
‘other church at Kentish Town 
sted as hostesses for the first con- 
“ention. On that memorable date, 
ne Constitution was adopted, and 
ne L.W.L.G.B. was born. 


Subsequently Guilds were formed 
jj) each of the churches, consisting 
J) some cases of just a few women 
uite new to the Lutheran Church, 
ut none the less eager and faithful. 
ome Guilds met in church halls, 
thers, without church buildings, 
‘athered in their homes. So the 
ellowship and devoted work for the 
aviour began. 
Thus far the L.W.L. have had 
three rallies and two conventions. 
“Phe first rally was held at Christ 
Church, Petts Wood, the second at 
)@St. Pauls, Boreham Wood. In the 
jo}Autumn of last year, the third rally 
lilwas held at Westfield House, Cam- 
libridge. These were great occasions, 
oilike family gatherings, where Luth- 
meran women were brought together 
by a common love of their Saviour 
and a mutual desire to work and 
worship together in His name. 


Certain things stick out in my 
‘memory from these rallies—the ser- 
vice by candlelight at Petts Wood, 
the wee babe that was baptised dur- 
ing the closing vesper service at 
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Boreham Wood, and (maybe because 
I’m so English) the sight of the 
luscious American angel cakes that 
held my eyes at Cambridge, when 
they should have been held by some- 
thing more intellectual at this “seat 
of learning”. 


The Second L.W.L. Convention 
held at Holy Trinity, Tottenham, on 
April 30, 1961, attended by over 80 
women from all over Great Britain, 
almost doubling the attendance of 
the first meeting. There, time was 
our enemy. This year, at the Third 
Convention at St. Andrews, Ruislip, 
on Saturday, June 2, the first session 
will begin at 10.30a.m. We trust 
that the Lord will give us His blessing 
and make it a happy day. 


We have reason to be very grate- 
ful to Pastor Roger Winger, pastoral 
adviser to the League. His guidance 
and advice are indeed a great help 
to us. It is a fitting end to quote 
part of the article which he wrote 
in the first edition of the Nevwsletter 
which he and Mrs. Winger edit. 
“Tn unity there’s strength’ says the 
old proverb. Undertakings that never 
could be supported by individuals 
or small groups can easily be handled 
by many, banded together. And so 
it is with our Ladies’ Guilds. The 
work which they do in their own 
congregations is often indispensable. 
But unless they are banded together 
in some larger organisation, their 
work is usually confined to the local 
congregations and great challenges 
which Christ places before them, go 
wanting.” 


May the theme of the 1960 L.W. 
L.G.B. convention “By Love Serve” 
be a continual reminder of our tasks 


ahead ! 


SEVEN 


C.E.F. 


E.M.V. 


During the seven days before Whitsun, 3-10 June, every member of th 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England will pray for a larger outpourin} 
of the Holy Ghost upon a venture which will bring into every ELCE hom 
during that week the challenge of the church’s most pressing need. TE 
C.E.F. E.M.V.—the Church Extension Fund Every Member Visit—wif 
enable lay visitors to discuss with each member in his own home how he ca 
share in expanding Christ’s kingdom by putting his savings regularly in 
the church’s building programme. The corollary of “A Church a Yeamf 
of the ELCE Master Plan is “More Loans for More Churches”. ; 


As suggested by the CEF Committee in their 18-page manual issued 
all churches, most congregations have already appointed their Gene 
Chairman who will head the CEF EMV Committee in each congregatio: 
According to the calendar recommended by the manual, the preparatory 
work of the Committee will begin 22-28 April and will continue in eac} 
congregation for six weeks, climaxing in the EMV Week and Whitsunda 


10 June. 


15 shillings a week 


The manual points out that the ex- 
tended 1962 goal of £18,000 will be 
reached if each communicant member 
invests savings at the average rate of 15 
shillings per week or £36 (100 dollars) 
for the full year. Since the Fund’s in- 
ception in 1957, the annual target has 
been £12,000; actual amounts raised, in 
loans and gifts, were 1957-£12,012, 1958- 
£6,640, 1959- £11,499, 1960 - £8,588, 
1961-£8,101. Each congregation is asked 
to set its own 1962 goal, based on the 
minimum of 15 shillings per week per 
confirmed member. = 

One London congregation has already 
decided to set its goal at a figure almost 
double that suggested on the basis of 15 
shillings per week. 


C.E.F. colour film 


A new 16mm. full-colour film showing 
how CEF funds are spent and why fur- 
ther loans are still needed is under prep- 
aration and will be shown to meetings of 
all confirmed members in each congre- 
gation. The film will feature the new 
Lutheran churches at Boreham Wood, 


EIGHT 


Ruislip, and Cardiff, all erected in th 
past few years with the help of th 
Church Extension Fund. 


Special Service 


In the special service on Sunday, 3 June 
in which the lay vistors will be commit 
sioned, the charge is given to each cor 
gregation : 


The mission programme of our churc! 
can be carried out fully and effectivell 
only if funds are made available as loa 
to mission congregations. In gratitude fee 
your abundant blessings in Christ, ma 
you, if at all possible, pledge your suppor 
of this part of your work for Christ. Prap 
that the response of our own congrega® 
ions and of our sister congregations shal’ 
be more than a minimum response to th 
spreading of the saving Gospel throug) 
the Church Extension Fund. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
(First 3 months, 1962) 


Loans £2,895 
Donations ... 569 
a 
£3,464 © 
——- 
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ONG KONG CURIOS NET £500 


When you buy a Chinese doll or a 
irse or a wall ornament from the Hong 
ong display which you see from time 
time in your church or church hall, 
uu bring the love of Christ to one of 
e€ most over-populated, under-housed, 
‘sease-ridden spots on the face of the 
rth. And the Crown Colony of Hong 
ong is no more than a spot on the great 
ce of China—an islet of 32 square miles. 
et in Hong Kong and its adjacent ter- 
tories “live” 3 million people, most of 
rem refugees, in packing-case huts, in 
ardboard shacks, in sampans with as 
iany as 14 in each boat, and some of 
1e less fortunate simply in doorways, on 
aircases, or just on the pavement. Vast 
ew housing projects, some of the most 
mbitious in the Orient, are undertaken 
y the government, but they cannot keep 
p with the population. Every day 100 
#5 150 new refugees arrive, and, in March 
961 for example, births exceeded deaths 
“Yy 9000 to 1700. Unemployment and 
upport of refugees are almost 
 (}nountable problems. 


unsur- 
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@QW Ss from our churches 


In this refugee-packed couony, our 
Lutheran mission, headed by 12 Europ- 
ean and 153 Chinese workers, preaches 
the Gospel in chapels, hospitals, on the 
street, teaches children, some of them 
high on roof-top schools, and helps the 
refugee eke out a living by organising 
work for him. Under the direction of 
Deaconess Martha Boss, hand-made art- 
icles are sent out to Lutheran congrega- 
tions all over the world. The whole of 
the proceeds are returned to Hong Kong 
to enable the help to unemployed, home- 
less, starving refugees to go on. 


Since 1956 Miss Marie Lawton, Luther- 
Tyndale member, has displayed and sold 
Hong Kong mission articles in ELCE 
congregations. “At first, we received only 
a few parcels a year’, Miss Lawton said, 
“but as our English congregations see the 
need and opportunity for their Christian 
love, more and more parcels are needed.” 
Miss Lawton has sent since January 1961 
more than £500 in proceeds to the 
Lutheran Mission in Hong Kong. 


Swart 


‘“My/— But HE PREACHED A SHORT SERMON/ IT DIDN'T GIVE ME ENOUGH 
TIME TO REMEMBER ALL THE THINGS I WANTED TO TELL YO 


U / // “ 
cartoon 


Dateline 


NINE 


News from our churches 


Mr. & Mrs. Ekong 


AFRICAN WEDDING AT LUTHER- 
TYNDALE 


There were few dry eyes in the con- 
gregation that worshipped at Holy Trin- 
ity Lutheran Church, Tottenham, London 
that Sunday in 1938 when Jonathan Udo 
Ekong preached the sermon. As he told 
of the witchcraft, the polygamy, the sup- 
erstition of his Ibibio people in Nigeria, 
and of how he, a chief’s son, sent out 
by his tribe to America to seek out a 
church which preached the pure Gospel 
of Christ, had been ordained a Lutheran 
minister, every heart was touched. Ever 
since then ELCE Lutherans have followed 
the progress of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Nigeria with very special inter- 
est. In the quarter-century since Jonathan 
Udo Ekong preached in London en route 
to his homeland as the first ordained 
Nigerian pastor, the African church has 
grown to 33,433 baptized members with 
194 churches and 87 primary schools. It 
has its own hospital with three doctors 
and six nurses, a seminary which has 
already trained 18 pastors, and has open- 
ed new missions in Ogoja Province and in 
Ghana, 450 miles west. 


TEN 


: 


There was real joy in the eyes of tk 
largely-African congregation that gathe 
ed at Luther-Tyndale Memorial Churcl 
Kentish Town, London, an 21 April 19€ 
to witness the marriage ceremony of MI 
Donald Efion Udo Ekong and Mi 
Afiong John Akpan conducted by tt 
Reverend Norman Heintz. Donald is th 
nephew of Pastor Jonathan Ekong an 
has come to Europe to study chemic. 
engineering at Heidelberg Universit: 
hoping to earn a doctor’s degree. Mi 
Akpan, from the same village in Niger: 
as Pastor Ekong, is at Norwich in train 
ing to become a State Registered Nurs 
What was more natural than that the 
should solemnize their marriage vows i 
a Lutheran church in London? Ani 
what more natural than that their pa: 
ents’ place at the reception should i 
taken by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lawtor 
at whose home their uncle, 24 yea: 
earlier, had found hospitality? 


CAMBRIDGE TUTOR CALLED 


The Rev. Kenneth Mahler, Luthera 
tutor at Westfield House, Cambridge, hz 
accepted a call to a Lutheran mission ii 
the Panama—Costa Rica area of Centrz 
America, a Spanish-speaking field i 
which he served some years ago. Pastc 
Mahler and his family will be leavin 
Cambridge about the middle of June. 


SYNOD TRANSFERRED TO LONDON 
Due to the outbreak of small pox in Sout: 
Wales, the 1962 Synod, scheduled to tak 
place at Cardiff, has been transferred t 
London and will take place on 11-12 Ma 
at Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, Kens 
ish Town, beginning at 2 p.m. 


a ET 
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